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Mission

The International Academy of Art Palestine (The Academy) is an institution,
which specializes in higher education programmes in the visual arts. The
Academy currently offers a BA in Contemporary Visual Art and aims to
develop a range of courses at BA and MA level in this field. The Academy is a
unique place for the development of the creative talents of Palestinians via
its four-year programme of study, which is open to all applicants. Our main
aim in establishing an academy of art is to nurture the creative potential of
Palestinians and to foster originality of thought, while creating a space for
the development of individual expression.

The intention of the Academy is to develop a new generation of artists who
are conversant with contemporary debates and methods of artistic practice
who will be able to contribute to the local and international art arena. We
envisage that our students will play an important role in developing the
creative industries of Palestine and in shaping our visual culture. The Academy
is an initiative that is anchored in Palestine and aims to maintain collective
memory, history and identity through its education programmes and
activities. Our mission is also to be a creative hub for international students
and artists, via our exchange programmes, visiting lecturers, activities and
projects.

The project to establish the International Academy of Art Palestine is
generously funded by the Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for
the first three years (2006-2009).






Foundation

Contemporary art is an important field of creativity that contributes to local society
and global culture, in which it is essential for Palestinians to represent themselves.
Itis a vehicle of expression where individuals critically engage with a wide range of
issues in many different forms. At IAAP our aim is to provide our students with the
opportunity to gain a solid foundation in the mediums and methods of working
in the visual arts through our curriculum. At the Academy you can find local and
international artists and thinkers engaging our students with contemporary
debates and diverse methods of artistic practice. Owing to the histories of
occupation in Palestine, the visual arts have had a difficult path of development,
particularly in the absence of art schools, academies and funding. Due to these
factors there is general a lack of understanding of the important role that art can
play in Palestinian society. Art is a powerful intervention tool that raises awareness,
and develops new knowledge on social and cultural issues. It creates an arena
for thought via the visualization of ideas. Like any other field, art needs constant
development, empowerment and mobilization in order to benefit society. Cultural
expression is an important tool in articulating identity and the Academy aims to
mobilize this potential in the direction of genuine creative and social development,
particularly as the rich potential for the development of art in Palestine remains
currently untapped.






Vision

The International Academy of Art Palestine aims to be an important catalyst in the
Palestinian community stimulating creativity and an understanding of the visual
arts. The International Academy of Art Palestine promotes art as a powerful tool
that stimulates change by transforming cultural attitudes. The academy’s goal is to
maintain the collective Palestinian memory, history and cultural identity through
visual art and by creating a new images of Palestine and Palestinians for local and
international audiences. As a cultural space the Academy is committed to playing
an active role in the contemporary culture of Palestine by providing educational art
activities such as workshops, seminars, art exhibitions and public lectures and by
stimulating new art initiatives among the creative community in Palestine.

IAAP’s work centres upon providing a specialized education in contemporary
visual art at BA level that encompasses a broad range of subjects within the field,
from painting to performance, which is underpinned by an understanding of art
theory. The Academy is privileged and distinguished by the fact that local and
international artist teach on its programme providing diversity and vitality to the
institution and the community. We intend that our students at the Academy will
acquire the knowledge to be able to contribute to the future development of their
society and to the creative industries in Palestine and in the region.

Goals

- To provide specialized higher education programmes in the visual arts at BA and
MA level.

- To be a platform for international exchange for local and foreign art students and
researchers.

-To expose students and local audiences to international artists via our educational
programmes, art projects and events.

-To provide a creative hub and resource for local and international artists.

-Toforge strong networks of individualsandinstitutionsatthelocalandinternational
level for the development of new knowledge related to contemporary art.






Admissions

The Academy announcesits call for application via the media, which is accompanied
by an outreach programme of visits to schools and colleges across Palestine. The
Academy also holds open afternoons that gives applicants the opportunity to visit
the Academy and meet with staff and students. Applicants are required to submit
a portfolio of work for initial selection to the Academy, which is then followed by
participation in a workshop, the culmination of which is reviewed by a committee
of The Academy’s staff and artists.

Curriculum

The primary focus of the curriculum is the development of a professional art
practice through a multidisciplinary approach. Students study painting, drawing,
photography, installation, printmaking, sculpture, video, film, sound and new
media, which are part of the four- year program. The most important aspect of
the curriculum is the student -centred focus with teaching methods that include
individual and group tutorials, workshops and seminars. The aim of the Academy is
to develop each individual student’s artistic practice and critical engagement with
the field of visual art.

The Academy’s BA curriculum meets the international standards of the Bologna
Agreement while incorporating requirements to suit the Palestinian context and
the regulations for study in higher education . The curriculum will undergo regular
review to ensure that the programme provides for the needs of visual art students
and that contemporary methods of teaching are used.
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The Academy

The implementation phase for establishing the International Academy of Art
Palestine was launched in August 2006 when the Academy gained its premise at
the renowned house of Aref al Aref, which is situated only five minutes from the
centre of Ramallah. The building has a long history of being part of the visual arts
in Palestine. It was the first gallery in the West Bank, Gallery 79, named after the
year of its establishment. However, it was closed down by the Israeli Army and then
served as an unofficial artist space and residence for many years during occupation.
Following the Oslo Agreement, the building housed the Department of Visual Arts
of the Palestinian Ministry of Culture but they eventually vacated the building,
leaving it at risk of being lost to a commercial enterprise. By establishing the
Academy on this historic premise the location will continues its history of playing
a pivotal role in the visual arts of Palestine. The place has undergone important
refurbishment that includes creating a multi-purpose White Cube Space, an Apple
Mac Lab with state of the art equipment and a specialist Art Library. The lower
and upper levels of the building have been remodeled into studio spaces and the
Academy also benefits from a surrounding garden. The main level of the building
houses the administrate offices, which facilitates close proximity between students
and staff, that contributes to the informal atmosphere of the Academy.

How Can You Contribute

- Visit our exhibitions and public lectures to discuss the role that art and culture can
play in building a strong civil society.

- Sponsor an individual student through funding a scholarship.

- Providing grants for the purchase of equipment and materials

- Donating art books and catalogues to the Academy

- Contribute to funding which is essential for ensuring the future of the Academy
including its human resources, educational facilities and the expansion of its
premise. The growth of the Academy with different departments for the visual arts
and a diverse range high caliber local and international students is dependent on
securing financial contributions from donors, companies and individual patrons.
The Academy needs your help to secure its future and sustainability in order to
develop the creative potential of Palestinians.

For more information Email: info@artacademy.ps
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Affiliations

The Palestinian Association for Contemporary Art (PACA) and the Oslo National
Academy of Arts (KHiO) have cooperated in a three-year capacity building venture
to establish the International Academy of Art Palestine.

The Oslo National Academy of the Arts (KHiO)

KHiO has approximately 550 students, 200 employees and 900 guest teachers. Their
role is to educate artists and designers at international level who excel in critical
reflection and inventive creativity. The Oslo National Academy of the Arts offers
three-year bachelor degree programmers, two-year master degree programmes,
in a wide range of disciplines from the visual arts to dance. KHiO have been the
partners of PACA from the outset of the project and have played a vital role in the
establishment of the Academy.

Palestinian Association For Contemporary Art (PACA)

The Palestinian Association for Contemporary Art (PACA) is registered Palestinian
NGO. It works in the field of the visual arts, focusing on art education in Palestine.
Its mission is to provide a forum for contemporary art via workshops, exhibitions,
residences and forges networks with local, regional and international artists and
art organizations for the development of visual art in Palestine.
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PACA Founding Board Of Directors

Mazen Qupty, Chairperson

Born in Nazareth (1955), Mazen Qupty has been a
long time resident in Jerusalem. He is a prominent
lawyer, political commentator and founder of Qupty
& Associates law firm. In the arts, he is renowned
for being one of the most prominent Palestinian
art collectors and owner of one of the largest
collection of Palestinian art in the world. Mazen
Qupty is also recognized for having participated
in the establishment of successful cultural and art
institutions in Palestine.

Mohammed Odeh, Vice Chairperson

Mohammed Odeh had held a senior position in the
Palestinian Ministry of Higher Education for the past
ten years. He is a specialist in Strategic Planning of
non-governmental organizations and especially those
specialized in higher education. After working briefly
with the Ministry of Interior as Deputy to the Minister,
he began to work in the President’s office where he
currently holds the position of Senior Advisor.

Nabil Anani, Secretary

Nabil was born in Imwas, Al Latroun (1943). He
graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Alexandria
(1969) and has participated in over 20 group
exhibitions, authored a number of art books. He was
a founding member of the “New Vision” artists group
(1987) and Jerusalem Wasiti Center (1994). He was
awarded the first Palestine Prize for Visual Arts (1997)
and elected as the head of the Palestinian Artist’s
League (1998) also being a founding member.

Iman Aoun

Born in Nablus (1963), Iman obtained a BA in Social
WorkandSociology, BethlehemUniversity, 1987.Acted
in more than 35 plays. Won best actress award, Cairo
International Experimental Theatre Festival (1996) for
her acting role in“Martyrs are Coming Back” produced
by Ashtar Theatre. Iman has published a number of
studies and books in various Arab and international
theatre magazines on ‘Palestinian Theatre! She now
works as Artistic Director of Ashtar Theatre and acts,
directs, trains locally and internationally.

Tayseer Barakat

Tayseer was born in Gaza (1959), graduated in oil
painting from the Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria
University and has been a member of the League
of Palestinian Artists since 1984. He is a member of
the “New Vision” artists’ group, in addition to being
a founding member of many cultural centers in
Palestine, including Al Hallaj Hall in Ramallah (2003)
and the Jerusalem Wasiti Art Center. He has held
many personal exhibits and group exhibits locally
and international.

Sliman Mansour

SlimanMansourisoneoftheleadingPalestinianartists.
Born in 1947 in Birzeit, his formal academic education
was at the Bezalel Art Academy in Jerusalem. He was
director and co-founder of the Wasiti Art Center in
Jerusalem and a member of the “New Vision” artists’
group. He is also a cartoonist, art instructor, author of
two books on Palestinian folklore and has exhibited



his work worldwide. He was head of the League of
Palestinian Artists for four year.

Dina Ghazzal

Born in 1958 in Nablus , Ghazzal graduated from
The Fine Art Academy Baghdad with a BA in
ceramics in1981. She taught ceramics at Ramallah
Women>s Training Center and was senior instructor
of the Applied Arts Department. She also undertook
specialist training in glass and crystal in Slovakia. In
1999 she won the award of creative sculpture from
the Ministry of Culture, Palestine. She held many
personal exhibitions and group exhibits locally and
international and has executed several wall murals in
various cities in Palestine.

Ibrahim Muzayen

Ibrahim Muzayen is an artist and writer who has also
worked as a theatre director and set designer. He
has worked in Gaza and the West Bank on theatre
projects and performances and has also exhibited
his paintings, installations and video work in solo and
group exhibition in Palestine, France, Germany, Japan,
Spain, the UK and Indonesia. In Gaza, he supervised,
directed and designed plays at the ( Fekra) association
for theatre and art between 2002- 2005. Other stage
productions have included working in the Dar EL Jala
theatre group, AL-Kasaba theatre (in Ramallah), the
Hakawati theatre (in Jerusalem), and co-productions
with Ashtar /Marallam theatre. He has supervised
and run art and drama workshops for the Palestinian
Ministry of Culture. He also publishes critical reviews

about Palestinians art in different journals in Palestine
and abroad.

Mohamad Shaheen

Professor Mohammed Shaheen holds a PhD in public
health and is currently the dean of the school of
public health at Al Quds University and the director of
training and educational center in public health within
Al Quds University. Prof. Shaheen assumes different
leadership roles in academic, development, health
and psycho-social programs locally, regionally and
internationally. He is also a board member of different
Palestinian non-governmental organizations such as
Dalia Association (aims at mobilizing local resources
and minimize the dependence on international aid),
Vice president of Childwatch International (promotes
rights-based child research worldwide including in
Palestine and the region), member of regional child
research network (promotes child and adolescent
research in the MENA region), member of board
of Alzababdeh-Jenin psycho-social center which
promotes resilience among children and adolescents),
member and one of the founders of the Palestinian
Health Policy Forum which helps promote and
influence health policies) and serves as an advisor on
national and international health and development
programs.
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